Mr. Allen Mercer

Room 106
7th grade Individuals and Societies
Allen.mercer@berkleyschools.org
My website: http://www.berkleyschools.org/profiles/Allen_Mercer_Profile/
248-837-8307
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year.  I am looking forward to working with all of your 7th grade students this year.  Some keys to success for Individuals and Societies are effort, organization, and communication.
Grade 7, Social Studies, Oakland Scope Middle School Course Description:
The seventh grade social studies curriculum focuses on ancient world history and geography with a deliberate focus on the content literacy. Students begin their exploration into world history with a focus on historical thinking. By unpacking historical and geographic thinking, students learn how these disciplines are distinct in how they ask questions and frame problems to organize and drive inquiry. Students learn that historians must have some evidence to support the claims they make in their accounts. They investigate how these social scientists select, analyze, and organize evidence, and then use that evidence to create accounts that answer questions or problems. By introducing students to the “invisible” tools that historians use to create historical accounts -- significance, social institutions, temporal frames (time), and spatial scales (space) – the course deepens students’ historical habits of mind and builds students’ social and content literacy. Students then investigate human history from the beginning until around 1500. They explore major and significant changes in each era through a chronological organization. Students learn about the earliest humans and explore early migration and settlement patterns. In studying the origins of farming and its impact upon emerging human cultures, students analyze evidence from the fields of archaeology and anthropology, and employ a wide range of data sources including artifacts, photographs, and geographic information. Students examine how the emergence of pastoral and agrarian societies set the stage for the development of powerful empires, trade networks, and the diffusion of people, resources, and ideas. Extending students study of world history through Era 4 (300 CE – 1500 CE) places world religions and development of empires in the Americas (Aztecs, Incas, Mayans) in their historical context. The rise and fall of empires, as well as the nomadic groups in Afro-Eurasia, generated new zones of cultural and commercial exchange that linked regions across the world and enabled ideas to spread. The course concludes with the study of comparative world religions. These new belief systems had distinctive beliefs, texts, and rituals. Each shaped cultures by developing ethical practices and establishing codes within which diverse people were able to communicate and interact, often well beyond their local neighborhood. Through a comparative look at the major world religions, students compare them not only to each other, but to other belief systems that did not become “world religions.”
I.     Intro to world history

II. Beginnings of human society

III. Early civilizations and the emergence of pastoral people

IV. The rise of classical empires and emergence of world religions

V.     Interactions and the fall of empires

VI. Patterns of adaptations after the fall of empires
Grading:
The three main things that I look for when assessing are thought, effort, and understanding.
Students will be graded on formative and summative assessments throughout the year.
Formative assessments are the learning experiences that the students go through (homework, classwork, quizzes, participation, group work, etc.)
Summative assessments are the performances of understanding that the students go through (tests, projects, essays, presentations, etc.)

Each card marking will show a change in emphasis on formative and summative assessments:
1st card marking: Formative assessments 30%   Summative assessments 70%

2nd card marking: Formative assessments 20%   Summative assessments 80%

3rd card marking: Formative assessments 10%   Summative assessments 90%

4th card marking: Summative assessments 100%

Student responsibilities and expectations:
All students will be expected to put forth their best effort to reach their full potential.

This includes, but not limited to: following directions, completing classwork, completing homework, participating in class discussions and group work, asking questions, studying, and communicating.

Students are responsible for the work they miss when they are absent.  It is vital that students are in school as much as possible.  There will be moments in class that cannot be replicated.  Students will be allowed to make up work they miss, but it is up to them to check the calendar on my website and communicate with the teacher.
Students who are tardy to class more than three times per card marking will serve after school detention for 15 minutes.  If the tardies persist, they will be addressed by Mr. Yowchuang.

Phones are not to be out at any time, unless told otherwise.  

All students are expected to be respectful to the other students, the teacher, and the classroom itself.

Discipline:
Students will be given reminders about behavior that is not acceptable.  

If a student needs multiple reminders, there will be emails and/or phone calls home.

Serious issues will be directed to the principal, vice principal, and/or counselors.

All students are expected to follow the rules and policies as outlined by the district bullying policy located on Norup’s website
